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NOTBS FROMTHE EDITORS 
well,-all the editors of AMN are now back off the mountain tops of far- 

way places and out of the woods of the north country. The back to work schedule 
has faken longer to get back to %onnal" than expected; enough so that once 
again we are late in issuing the newsletter. Such is the tempo of Morris in the 
Midwest. 

We welcome back all our Canadian friends. All of the summer's newsletters 
had to be shelved due to the postal strike. It would be nice to hear all the 
news we dfdn* t get a chance to receive as a result of that interruption. 

We also velcome J.S.Haddon of the Austra lasian Morris R i n ~  for his 
suhnission of this issuds feature article continuing the discussion on the 
origins.. of Morris dancing. 

RESEARCH ON THE HISTORY OF THE MORRIS DANCE 

BY J. S. Haddon 

Much research on the origin of the English morris dance is based on the history 
of the name of the dance. However, many of the eighteenth and nineteenth century 
morris dances of the Cotswolds show a recent origin from the hybridization of 
several dance forms. These philological origins have been dealt with by R. 
Domett in various papers to morris d a c e  journals. 

If, however, we look at the dance forms we can see there are several different 
types of pre-seventeenth century folk dance combined into one form. The predom- 
inant name varyies according to the region, hence "morris" in the Catswolds, 
"mollyw in East Anglia, and "morys" in the Severn valley. If we look at the latte~ 
two names we see a different origin than the north of Spain for the word. 

"Morys" also crops up in a Polish word for a boundary marking ceremony accord- .- 
to a Polish friend of mine. This is very interesting in view of the fact that 
Poland is the area from which the Goths originated and is also alongside the area 
of the Rugii tribes who became the Saxon component of the Anglo-Saxons. Now the 
Poles do look more Germanic than Slavs of the rest of East Europe and they also 
have other Gothic words in their language--so my friend tells me. The French also 
lost their West Germanic language, except for a few latinized German words, in the 
ninth century. In the dame way the Norsemen lost their Scandanavian language when 
they settled in Normandy. Again, we have Greek being replaced by Turkish in Asia 
Minor although the inhabitants there are ethnically Greek. So why should not a 
Slav tongue replace Gothic for these Goths who stayed behind in Poland7 

Those Goths who left what is now Poland migrated first southeast and settled 
for about a century in an area from Crimea to the lower Danube. So in Rumania 
today we have the Calsuri dancers who dance in a style similar to the morris in 
order to make the crops grow. 

The Goths in this area formed a small empire before splitting into two groups, 
the Visigoths and the Ostrogoths. Their empire was overthrown by a Chinese tribe, 
the Huns, who allied themselves with the Ostrogoths and drove the Vieigoths across 
the Danube into Northern Bulgaria, then the Roman frontier. After several raids 
across the Roman frontier the Visigotha were allowe& to settle in what is now 
Bulgaria as Roman subjects. This remained peaceful for about fifty years until a 
disagreement caused the Visigoths to march into Greece. Here they came into 
contact with the Kalamatinos dances, a Greek war dance done in lines. Could this 
be how some South European moresque dances got the name "matachine". 
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doentually the Vialgotha moved weat along the ahore8 of the Adriatic Sea into 
Northern Italy. Thia happened a8 the rivalry between the eaatern and western 

, .  , empire waa heating up. The Vialgotha aettled for a while in the Po Valley until 
ouated by the Inrnbarda, also an East Germanic people. In Northern Italy we find ' 
a form of mresque dance called nmatacinoll. There ia alao one which bears refer- 

' ence to the war8 againat the Turk8 in it8 name. 

One wonders about the aize and corapoaition of these mobile hokdis. I 
would venture to say that they would have been made up of ten to twenty per cent 
of the populabion they left behind at each place of settlement. They would have 
-been about three quarters adult male and a quarter female and children and half - overall from the warrior class. This made for easy movement of the horde and 
easier conquest of those left behind by the Slavs in Poland. Warrior scouts, like 
Attila, would not have been greater than 5,000 men and would have had no women 
along so they could move swiftly and with an element of surprise, much in the 
fashion of modern day guerillas. If they succeeded in holding an area they would 
send back a small party to bring up parties of women, children, and other warriors 
providing they had'not been subjugated by another band. They also took the widows 
of the people they subjugated as wives. Children from these mixed marriages 
would have learned the cultures of both mother and father, so the fund of customs 
was added to by both conquerors and the conquered. 

The Visigoths, having been driven out of Italy, settled for a while in South- 
west France before entering Northwest Spain. Here they formed a Visigothic king- 
dom which lasted until the Moslems invaded at the behest of rebels in Asldalusia. 
It is in the Basque area and the Galacian province where one finds moresques dance 
today, likewise in Andalusia. It is also in Spain where the Church adapted the 
moresque to its reLigiqus rites in the Sieses Dance of Seville Cathedral. 

The Ostrogotha in the meantime fell out with the Huns and migrated to Illyia 
and the Save-Danube area. In this area we have the toriko lane dances of battle 
mime between Turk and Christian, also of the moresque type. It is the settlement 
of the Ostrogoths in the Po Valley which accounts for the blond hair of the 
Northern Italians. 

Another group of East Germans, called the Vandals, moved across Bavaria 
and.Southern France, and through Eastern Spain about the time the Visigoths 
were settling into Northwestern Spain. They settled at first in Andalusia 
but were driven out by the Vtstgoths and settled in Morrocco. Here they set up 
a strong kingdom until the Moslem invasions and here also there is a dance of 
the moresque type. 

Mention must also be made of two other East German tribes. the Burqundians 
who settled in Burgundy, and the Alans who were absorbed by the blaggars. No one, 
so far as I: know, has found moresque type dances in these areas. 

We now turn back to the RugiJ.. This tribe lived between Rugen Island and the 
Holstein, bordered on the north by the Angles of Anghelm and the Goths on the east. 
They were excellent swordsmen, with short swords called "sachew- They were 
recruited by Roman legions to guard coastal areas of Britain and Gaul as mercen- 
aries against pirate attacks by the Irish, the Scots and the Picts. These attacks 
were especially prevalent west of the Solent and Cherbourg Peninsula. Because 
they used the "sache" the Romans called them Saxons after the weapon. Some of 
them grew wealthy on their pay and elected to stay in Britain rather than return 
to the Rugien area, settling mainly in the Itchen and AVOn vallias of Hampshire. 

Now as mentioned previously, the Rugii were in contact with the Goths, who 
with other East Germanic tribes aeem to have left moresque type dances wherever 
they went. Recall that the Poles, who appear to be Goths left behind, have a 
word for a boundary ceremony in which "morys" is a syllable, So it seems likely 
that the Rugii used a similar ceremony to mark tribal boundaries and took these 
processional ceremonies to England when they migrated there as Saxons. A possible 
twenty per cent of the Rugii migrated to Southern England as Saxons when the Romans 
left to join their fellow tribesmen who had settled in Hampshire on Roman pay. 
They took with them their  custom,^, sword dance and boundary processional dance. 
So the Saxon component of the morris is probably the processional dance since 
there are old manuscripts that speak of the "morys" in the Severn Valley area. 

The molly seems also to be a transscription of a German dance called "Perchten 
connected with the goddess Holle, In this dance men used to dress in masks and 
women's clothes and dance to frighten death away from their departed ones and give 
them rebirth in heaven. It was supposed to be unlucky for women and children to 
see the men thus dressed as they processed from one house of death to another in 
an area, The rebirth was carried out by the dark maskers fighting the white 



maskers with staves in a dance outside the house of the departed. This dance 
remained strong in Bavaria until the nineteenth century. however it was formerly 
extant all over Germany and Jutland. So this gives researchers a chance to look 
in England for references to Bertha, Percher dances or ceremonies prior to the 
eighteenth century . 

Returning to Spain, we see the name "morris" applied to the dance. It was also 
dressed up to hide its true meaning of defiance against the Moorish invaders. 
R. Dommett has traced that portion of its history and its application to the 
English dance in other publications. It is my contention, however, that this is 
only one component of the dance that developed in the eighteenth century from 
several "marriages". Before the Moorish invasions the Church in Spain was also 
applying a moresque dance to its Corpus Christi ceremonies while churches in the 
rest of Europe were trying to suppress these "heathen" dances that the Goths had 
left in their places of sojourn. These were called the "seises". Today the 
seises are danced twice a year in Seville Cathedral before the clergy by ten boys. 

It seems that the Greek soldiers in the Roman legions danced the aforementioned 
kalamatinos just before battle wherever they were stationed in the empire. The 
Romans derogatively referred to this Greek custom as "mores est". So any Greeks 
stationed in Britain would have left their mark in these dances too. It is also 
likely that the locals copied these dances, hence the change from the familiar 
circular dances around a sacred tree or a stone circle. 

It seems to me that it was the restriction on outside dancing during the 
Commonwealth that may have been the trigger which set about the amalgamation of the 
various "heathen" ritual dances of the English Midlands into a single dance form. 
What better cover than under the name connected with the Church's fight against 
Islam and the name connected with the miracle plays. The persecution of witches 
was rife at this time too, so people who wished to do the ancient dances had to 
amalgamate to carry on their customary dances of worship, just as the Visigothic 
Iberians did during the Moorish invasions. This amalgamation probably took a 
hundred years to complete and used popular tunes of the time to assist in that 
amalgamation. However there could still be isolated groups in country areas who 
carry on the old religions of Britain. Saxon and Angle, still do the original 
dances to Holle, or whatever ancient deity. 

J.S. Haddon 
P. 0. Box 24 
Railwaytown, N.S.W. 2880 
Australia 

EDITORIAL 

"None but the pedant would . . . debar women from participation in a dance as 
wholesome and beautiful as the morris." 

C. Sharp, The Morris Book 

Invoking this statement by Cecil Sharp as a rationale for a more balanced 
view, an organization called the Open Morris has recently been formed in England 
to provide a neutral missle ground between the militancies of the Morris Ring and 
the Women's Morris Federation. "Open Morris feels that it is the state of the 
living tradition in late twentieth century England that is of importance and 
relevance. The fragmentation of dancers into the exclusively male Morris Ring 
and the predominantly female Women's Morris Federation does little to promote the 
image of the tradition in the eyes of the public and denies the experience of 
large groups of dancers to those in opposing camps. :,lutual exclusiveness and 
squabbling about the interpretation of the past does nothing to improve today's 
standard of dance. . . Membership is open to any organization, side or individual 
dancer or musician who supports our aims or who feels that they can benefit from 
our . . . programme--be they all male, all female, or mixed-sex sides." 

It seems to us that this is a refreshing attempt to facilitate communication 
between the two sides of this debate which deeply divides the morris community 
and which mirrors events in the larger socities out of which morris has arisen 
or within which it has been revived. In Australasia the Australian, New Zealand 
and Hong Kong teams formed an umbrella organization, the Australasian Morris Ring, 
from which the New Zealand teams split over the issue of all male sides. In the 
U.S. and Canada the issue has been largely avoided at the national level with 
each team left to make its own decision and with some restrictions placed on some 
of the large gatherings. 



Open Morr is  seems t o  p l a c e  t h e  whole i s s u e  i n  a s e n s i b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The 
p a s t , i s  o n l y  a p a r t  o f  any t r a d i t i o n .  Mircea E l i a d e  has  argued f o r  y e a r s ,  i n  f a c t .  
t h a t  one  r o l e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i t u a l s  is t o  f r e e  a s o c i e t y  from t h e  very  weight  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p a s t ,  " t h e  burden o f  h i s t o r y " ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  main ta in  a s a c r e d  
s h i n i n g  p r e s e n t  t h a t  keeps t h e  world moving i n  i t s  i n e x o r a b l e  c y c l e s .  It  is t h i s  
s a c r e d  s h i n i n g  presence  t h a t  r a d i a t e s  i n  t h e  exuberance and s k i l l  o f  morr i s  w e l l  
done a s  t h e  char i sma  o f  t h e  dance and p r o v i d e s  i t s  power t o  touch bo th  dancer  and 
on looker .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s o r t  of symbolic  exorcism of o u r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  baggage 
which a l l o w s  us  t o  g e t  on w i t h  i t .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h i s  "presence"  
arguements about  how t h e  dance was done h i s t o r i c a l l y  o r  who was p e r m i t t e d  t o  
perform it a r e  helpful--even n e c e s s a r y .  They a r e ,  however, d i r e c t i o n s  and n o t  
d e s t i n a t i o n s . '  I t  would s e e m  t h a t  any a t t e m p t  to b i n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  any one  
h i s t o r i c a l  arguement r u n s  a g r a v e  r i s k .  

S t e v e  P a r k e r  

( I n t e r s t e d  p a r t i e s  may c o n t a c t :  Open Morris, 27 S t .  Ann's  Lane, Godmanchester. 
Cambs, PE18 8JE. England.) 

TEAM NEWS 

A f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  American M o r r i s  N e w s l e t t e r  dependent  upon y o u r  letters, 
p o s t c a r d s  and t e l e p h o a e  c a l l s .  The r e s p o n s e  t h i s  q u a r t e r  reflects t h e  f l o w  
of  t h a t  c o n s t a n t  open communicat ion.  The names o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a p p e a r  a t  
t h e  e c d  o f  e a c h  c l u b ' s  news. 

BELLS-OF-THE-N0E;THI: Xinneso ta  

The s c h e d u l e  o f  performances  f o r  BNM h a s  beer, q u i t e  f u l l  t h i s  p a s t  
summer and f a l l .  I n  J u l y  w e  a u d i t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  klinnesota Independent  Chmeo- 
g r a p h e r e s  A l l i a n c e  showcase t o  be performed i n  December, and w e  were chosen 
a s  one of six groups  t o  f e a t u r e  dances  by a new choreograpker  - o u r s  being 
J i m  B r i c k ~ e d d e ,  o u r  foreman, and t h e  dances  w i l l  be two Rev o n e s  added t o  t h e  

S - o n - ~ i s s i s s i p p i .  The rest 
around t h e  Twin C i t i e s  - 
Lor ing  Park,  Mpls, and i n  

MN. September saw u s  
c o n j u n c t  ior. w i t h  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  

I n s t e a d  o f  u s i n g  r e g i l a r  
c t u b e s  F i l l e d  w i t h  g r e e r  

r e p e r t o i r e  o f  b u r  new t r a d i t i o n  c a l l e d  Minneapol 
of  t h e  summer saw u s  performing a t  v a r i o u s  p a r k s  
t h e  Leprechaun Days F e s t i v a l  i n  Rosemont, MN, a t  
Bloomington, MN f o r  Bloomington A r t s  i n  t h e  Park 
performing two new Minneapol is-on-Mississ ippi  i n  
of Cork ~ a r c h e s c k i  s neon s c u l p t u r e  "Long .GreenN 
s t i c k s  and hankies ,  t h e  d a n c e r s  used c l e a r  a c r y l  i 
pkosphorescent  f l a r e s .  T h i s  n igh t ime  performance,  spccsored  by F i r s t  Bank 
Minneapol is  Corporat ior . ,  was u n i q u e l y  s p e c t a c u l a r  ( o u r  bag h a s  n e v e r  teer. 
s o  f u l l ) .  The September c l o s e d  w i t h  BNk j o i n i n g  Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  Morr i s  
and Oak Apple Morr i s  o f  Madison, W I  f o r  t h e  l a s t  weekend of t h e  Renaissance 
F e s t i v a l .  I n  October  w e  were asked (a1or.g w i t h  K T M )  by o u r  f a v o r i t e  p ~ b ,  
G l e u k ' s  Brewery, t o  c e l e b r a t e  Downtown S a l u t e s  t k e  A r t s  by d a n c i n g  and c a r r y i n s  
on f o r  two n i g h t s  w i t h  f r e e  beer  and munchies provided.  P a t  T a l b o t  s topped i n  
town t h e  middle of  October ,  and a few of  u s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Sword Dance 
korkshop t h a t  s h e  o f f e r e d .  F i n a l l y ,  w e  performed a t  S a l t a r i  '81, f e a t u r i n g  
Denise  Kania a s  o u r  f i r s t  f o o l  and per forming  o u r  f i r s t  r ibbon  d a n c e  t o  t h e  
d e l i g h t  of a l l .  

Beth Hennessy, 2733 P o r t l a n d  Ave. S. t103, Minneapol is ,  iM?d 55407 

BEREA COLLEGE MORRIS KEN: Kentucky 

Yes, t h e  Berea C o l l e g e  C o w - t r y  D a n c e r s  M o r r i s  Men a r e  still v e r y  a c t i v e .  
Dur ing  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t h e  men r e h e a r s e  and t e a c h  new d a n c e r s  e a c h  Monday 
e v e n i n g .  They t o u r  w i t h  t h e  Mountain   orris Men d u r i n g  t h e  Kentucky G u i l d  o f  
A r t i s t e s  and  C r a f t s m e n ' s  F a i r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  f a l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  a s s o r t e d  
m o r r i s  d a n c e r s  from a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  C h r i s t m a s  C o u n t r y  Dance S c h o o l  
M o r r i s  Tour  (we a l s o  have  a m o r r i s  c l a s s  d u r i n g  t h a t  week t a u g h t  by G r i f f  J o n e s  
from ~ n g l a n d ) .  T h e r e  is a s h o r t  t o u r  i n  March which i n c l u d e s  t eams  o f  younger  
m o r r i s  meE from Somerse t ,  Kentucky and  L e n o i r ,  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  
o t h e r s  ( L e x i n g t o n  and  Woodford County,  Kentucky)  d u r i n g  t h e  Mountain F o l k  
F e s t i v a l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  w e  have  s t a r t e d  a s i d e  o f  women t a u g h t  a t  C h r i s t m a s  
Dance S c h o o l  by E l a i n e  Ford  o f  t h e  Green Wil low L a d i e s  M o r r i s  o f  C o v e c t r y ,  
England.  They d o  L a n c a s h i r e  C l o g  Danc ing  a r d  N o r t h  C o u n t r y  Morris a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t r a d i t i o n s  k e p t  a l i v e  by women. They a l s o  t o u r  a t  f a i r s  and  f e s t i v a l s  and 
meet weekly. 

Both g r o u p s  a v e r a g e  a b o u t  30 d a n c e r s  y e a r l y .  
\ 

Pamela C o r l e y ,  R e c r e a t i o n  E x t e n s i o n ,  Berea C o l l e g e ,  Berea. Kentucky 40404 
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FOREST CITY MORRIS: Ontar io  

Here is some b r i e f  but bela ted  news about t h e  t h i r d  Fores t  C i t y  A l e ,  which 
took p l a c e  i n  June.  T h i s  year w e  expanded t o  a two day event ( t h r e e  i f  you 
count t h e  Fr iday n igh t  p a r t y ) .  On Saturday w e  toured s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  by Lake 
Huron, culminat ing i n  our  f a v o u r i t e  s t and  of a l l  t i m e  - a t  Bayfield,  where t h e  
l o c a l  reeve ensured t r a f f i c - f r e e  dancing by blocking t h e  main street with h i s  
ca r .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  a l l  8 teams w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  a c i v i c  r ecep t ion  - f r e e  beer,  
sandwiches and a l l .  Saturday wound up with a bo i s t e rous  country dance. 

Our Sunday walking t o u r  of London's downtown area  was a l s o  success fu l ,  
al though our m2d af ternoon s top  a t  the  Poacher' s A n n  was extended by an hour o r  
two, when t h e  deluge which u s u a l l y  a r r i v e s  on t h i s  weekend came dead on t i m e .  
No mat ter .  During t h e  b r i e f  i n t e r v a l s  between showers, we s e n t  teams ou t  t o  
dance i n  t h e  pub cour tyard ,  while t h e  o t h e r  70 of u s  d i d  j i g s ,  had a marvellous 
c e i l i d h ,  and drank t h e  pub* s week* s supply of  Murphy* s S tou t .  

W e  ended t h e  day with t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  barbecue and singaround a t  t h e  
Cockoo's N e s t  Folk Club ( w i t h  a c a s t  of thousands).  

I n  a t t endance  t h i s  year  w e r e  F o r e s t  C i t y  Morris  teams, Thames Valley Morris  
Green F i d d l e  Men & Women, Bluemont Morris, Ann Arbor Morris  and Greewood Morris. 
S ides  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  next  yea r ' s  bash should con tac t :  Tom S i e s s ,  Bagman, 
Fores t  C i t y  m orris, 37 McKenzie Ave, London, Ontar io ,  Canada 

A l i s t a i r  Brown, 9 Prospect  Ave, London, Ontar io ,  Canada N6B 3A4 

MINNESOTA TRADITIOKAL MORRIS: Minnesota 

A h e c t i c  t o u r i n g  pace marked t h e  summer months a s  t h e  morr is  men toured 
t o  Ironwood, Michiqan, Thunder Bay,Ontario, Duluth and New U l m ,  M i ~ e s o t a .  
Local g i g s  were sandwiched i n  between and f i n a l l y  ended with t h e  annual six 
weekends a t  t h e  Minnesota Rer.aissance F e s t i v a l .  The l a s t  weekend of t h e  F e s t i v a l  
turned i n t o  a mini-ale a s  Oak Apple Morris  from Madison, W I  a n d - t h e  Bells-of- 
the-North joined u s  f o r  a weekend of dancing. A new mummer's p lay  was added 
dur ing t h e  summer. S ide  mate, Rudd ~ a y f i e l d ,  wrote t h e  s c r i p t  and c rea ted  a l l  
of t h e  magnificent  costumes. 

I l l n e s s  has  once again  s t r u c k  t h e  KI'M s i d e .  Our i l l u s t r i o u s  f o o l  has  
succumb t o  t h e  advance of age and has  decided t o  g e t  h i tched.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  
lady morr is  dancers  of America, t h a t  long ha i red ,  blue eyed sweet h e a r t  Nick 
L e t h e r t  is g e t t i n g  married. A May 22 wedding i s  planned ( a s  w e l l  a s  poss ib ly  
a f e u  smal l  mor r i s  a n t i c s ) .  

For the  winter  months, t h e  rapper  and longswords a r e  being primed and 
readied f o r  t h e  s o l s t i c e  and Twelth Night doings,  etc. W e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  
Cotswold Morris i n  the  middle of January.  

Stephen Parker ,  4 NE 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  Minneapolis, MN 55413 

OAK APPLE MORRIS: Wisconsin 

Kith t h e  courage only  true igr.orance can suppor t ,  (most of our  members 
had not  ye t  a t t ended  an Ale much less plannind one) ,  our morr is  team boldly 
decided t o  hos t  t h e  f i r s t  midwest Morris  Ale,  June 5-7.1961. K e  a r e  happy t o  
announce: 1) w e  pu l l ed  it o f f ,  2) it uas  a success ,  and 3) w e  a r e  looking 
forward t o  next  year. 

Our modest goal  (and Po in t  of No Backing Out) uas t o  a t t r a c t  t h r e e  o t h e r  
s i d e s ,  s o  i t  was with growing concern and d e l i g h t  w e  received cocfirmation from 
seven o t h e r  s i d e s  from f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s .  Our amazement was completed when 
they a r r i v e d :  Ann Arbor Morris, Bells-of-the-North and Minnesota T r a d i t i o n a l  
Morris, Bloomington Q u a r r i e s  ( Ind iana)  Ladies  Pleasure  and Wild Onion ~0rr i .s  
(Chicago),  and Sourwood  orris (Tennesee) . 

Saturday,  a l l  teams p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  mass dances a t  t h e  campgrounds before  
s e t t i n g  o u t  on t h e i r  t o u r s  of Southwest Kisconsin...  converginq l a t e  af ternoon 
a t  V i l a s  Park i n  Madison f o r  ye t  more mass dances and demonstrat ions.  A pot luck 
dinner ,  mummer* s p lay  (cour tesy  of t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  KI'M) , contra  dance, and 
general  r e v e l r y  s e s s i o n  (complete with bad conductor- l ightbulb  jokes) completed 
t h e  day* s a c t i v i t i e s .  

with the  depar tu re  of  most teams e a r l y  Sunday, w e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  b rev i ty  
shou1.d not  be t h e  soul  of Morris  A l e s ,  and resolved t o  t r y  f o r  a three-day 
event next year.  

General comments gleaned from conversat ions:  Q u a l i t y  of dancing uas better 
than most expected. . .  t o  much d r i v i n g  ( a  p e t i t i o n  t o  shor ten  Wisconsin's 
highways is before  t h e  General  Assembly even a t  t h i s  wri t ing) . . .need more 
dancing and d r ink ing  t i m e . . .  need t i m e  f o r  workshops...LET"SDO IT AGAIN!' 

Mike Weimberger, 7316 Elmwood Ave., Middleton, W I  53562 



R I N G  O* BELLS1 N e w  York C i t y  

"Not t h e  American Morris  N e w s l e t t e r n  of "Morris Hanky-pankyw 1 

Rinq O* B e l l s  Unchained w i l l  be published by Grove P r e s s  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
a f t e r  Keh' Year* s doldrums; a v a i l a b l e  i n  hard o r  s o f t  cover on a e l i d i n g  s c a l e  
(according t o  our  needs and your a b i l i t i e s ) .  

Ring O* B e l l s  revealed1 T - s h i r t s  a r e  aga in  a v a i l a b l e  t o  those  who p u t  o u t l  
A t  t h e  Ring-O* B e l l s  encounter group, it was decided t h a t  a l l  was w e l l  

with u s  and t a l k  changed t o  news of  encounters  with o t h e r  Morris  dancers  ( n o t  
Pinewoods, n o t  t h e  Black Jokers ,  no t  Muddy River ,  not  Kingsessing,  and no t  t h e  
Bowery Boys) . 

Beverly Franc i s ,  she  knows l o t s  of dances, frowns upon t h i s  communique. 
P.S. W e  danced o u t  a l o t  t h i s  s p r i n g  and a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f o r  next  

spr ing.  For f u r t h e r  information on ROB c a l l 1  (212) 976-3636. 
REMEMBER: When God g rea ted  Morr is  Men, She was on ly  P r a c t i c i n g .  

( E d i t o r s  Notel She d i d  such a p e r f e c t  job t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  God only  knows 
why she  came o u t  with a second model. 

Diane Rasweiler, 74 River Road, Cos Cob, CT 06807 

SOURWOOD MORRIS n Tennessee 

Sourwood Morris  hosted a mor r i s  t o u r  i n  conjunction with t h e  J u b i l e e  
Community A r t s  Gae l i c  F e s t i v a l .  The t o u r  and f e s t i v a l  took p l a c e  October 1 6 4 7  
and included c o n c e r t s  by Michail  O*Dommaill, Kevin Burke, Norman and Nancy 
Blake, Mick Maloney and Eugene OeDonnell. There  was a dance a f t e r  Fr iday 
n i g h t ' s  concer t  and music and dance workshops on Saturday.  And of course,  
Morris  Dancingl 

Susan Conant, Laurel  Theatre ,  1538 Laurel  Ave., Knoxvil le,  Tecnessee 37916 

THREE RIVER MORRIS: Pemsylvannia  

Three River Morris  is r e g r e t f u l l y  saying goodbye t o  its l e a d e r ,  Andreas 
Hayden, who is of f  t o  graduate  school.  W e e l l  s t i ll  be dancing a t  Carnegie- 
Mellon Univers i ty  on Saturday a f t e rnoons  (Eampton b Adderwry) and would 
welcome v i s i t o r s .  

Al l i son  Thompson,5673 Hobart, #8, Pi t t sburgh ,  PA 15217 

WOODS HOLE MORRIS MONGERS I Massachusetts  

The Woods Hole Morris  Mongers made t h e i r  f i r s t  p u b l i c  appearance on 
August 15  i n  Woods Hole and Falmouth, MA. They began rehears in^ i n  March of 
1981 and have b u i l t  a r e p e r t o i r e  of s i x  Headington dances t o  da te .  I n  the  f a l l  
they w i l l  be t ak ing  new members and b e ~ i ~ ~ i n g  Ilmington. The i r  s q u i r e  (protern) 
is Emily Fergusor. and bagman is John ~ e l . f r i c h .  

S ince  many team m e m b e r s  p l ay  ins t ruments ,  t h e r e  is no f ixed  musician. 
Ins tead ,  everyone dances f o r  a while u n t i l  they  f e e l  s u r e  of t h e  tune and 
tempo and ready t o  play.  rhen d i f f e r e n t  people p lay dur ing  r e h e a r s a l s  and 
s p e c i f i c  ones a r e  appointed f o r  each dance on a tour .  

Erniiy Fergcson, P.O. Box 453, Woods Hole, MA 02543 

WESTERLY MORRIS MEN: Rhode Is land 

( ~ d .  Note: This is condensed from the  Westerly Morris Men's Newsletter.--sp) 
The westerly MM have kept a busy schedule throughout summer and f a l l  of 1981. 

In July they danced f o r  f a i r s  a t  Conneticut College i n  Guildford, Canterbury, NH, 
and the  Westerly Hometown Fest ival  ( i n  the  company of Mystic Garland). On ~ u l y  
19th they appeared with the  Westerly Community Chorus f o r  a performance of the  
1812 Overture. August was a q u i e t  month, but September brought performances a t  
the  Florent ine  Fa i r  i n  Lincoln, R I ,  a v i s i t  from Curt Hayashi and the  Eisteddford 
Folk Fes t iva l  a t  Soutn University of Massachusetts in  South Dartmouth. The 
chr is tening of foreman-founder Peter  L e i b e r t ' s  son (Pe te r  L. M. Leibert)  was 
another occasion f o r  high s p i r i t s .  The announcement reads ,  "Rev. David Cannon, 
r ec to r  of the  church , w i l l  bring the  kid i n t o  the Chr is t ian  fold: then we take  
him out  on a pre-chr is t ian  r i t e . "  In October the re  was a tour with the  Pinewoods 
men on the  t h i r d  and a Country Dance on the  17th. They expect t o  keep dancing on 
i n t o  December a s  well. 

George Ut te r ,  54 E l m  S t . ,  Westerly, R I  02891 

I 
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ANNOC'NCEMENTS 

From K e s t e v e n   orris, L i n c s ,  Eng land  

As a team w e  p r o b a b l y  have  a  more commercia l  o u t l o o k  t h a n  most  o t h e r  
m o r r i s  t eams  and  a l w a y s  c o v e r  a l l  o u r  members* e x p e n s e s  i n  a n y  t o u r s  w e  do .  
( i n c l u d i n g  a  v i s i t  to W. Germany l a s t  y e a r ) .  What w e  were i n i t i a l l y  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  f o r  a  t o u r  i n  America w a s  whe the r  it would be p o s s i b l e  t o  f u l l y  f i n a n c e  
a  t r i p  from t h e  money g a i n e d  from p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n a l s ,  etc. 
From f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e c e n t l y  t a l k i n g  t o  AA Whear o f  
Windsor Morr iJabout  t h e i r  t o u r  t h i s  y e a r ,  it seems t h a t  t h i s ?  would be v e r y  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  do .  T h e  two main p r o b l e m s  i t  seems a r e  ( i )  i n s p i t e  o f  a l l  e f f o r t s  
O f  p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  t h e  s e n e r a 1  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  m o r r i s  
i n  t h e  US and  ( i i )  t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a c t u a l l y  e a r n i n g  money a n d  hecce  t h e  
need  f o r  work p e r m i t s .  However, t h e  American M o r r i s  s c e n e  is v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
and B r i t i s h  t eams  a r e  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  and  h e l p  t h e y  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  i n  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o u r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  so w e  w i l l  o b v i o u s l y  m a i n t a i n  
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  g e t t i n g  a  t o u r  t o g e t h e r  some t i m e  i n  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s .  
( E d i t o r s 9 ~ o t e :  Kes t even   orris had s e n t  u s  a n  e a r l i e r  announcemeet  of t h e i r  - - - - -. . - - - 
i n t e n t i o n  t o  t o u r  t h e  U . S .  a n d  a request f o r  c o n t a c t s  h e r e . ( S e e  AHN,July 1981,  
V O l .  V. NO. 2 )  ) 

John S w i f t ,  40 A l l i n g t o n  Garden,  Boston,  L i n c s  PE21 9Dk', Eng land  

From Che lmsfo rd  M o r r i s  Men and  L a d i e s ,  Che lmsfo rd ,  F n g l a n d  - 
Che lmsfo rd  M o r r i s  Men and  L a d i e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  making t e n t a t i v e  p l a n s  t o  

v i s i t  t h e  U.S. i n  1983  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  They  
a r e  k o p i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  to i n t e r e s t e d  m o r r i s  s i d e s  o r  
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s :  a )  d i s p l a y s  o f  Co t swold  b l o r r i s  ( o v e r  14  t r a d i t i o n s  i n c l u d -  
i n g  t h e i r  own),  N.W. c l o g  m o r r i s  and  g a r l a n d  d a n c e s  ( l a d i e s ) ,  r a p p e r  s x o r d  
d a n c e ,  L a n c a s h i r e  c l o g - s t e p  d a n c e s ;  h) workshops  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  p l u s  
m u s i c  f o r  morris d a n c i n g ,  munning p l a y s ;  c )  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  C e i l i d h s  
( E n g l i s h  s t y l e ) ,  f o l k  s i n s i n g  s e s s i o n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  a l e  f l o w s )  and  
mumming p l a y (  s) . 

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  s e e k i n c  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  S t a t e s  who n?a'y 
be a b l e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  v i s i t ,  d a t e s  o f  m o r r i s  a l e s  h 

. o t h e r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  American o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who may te a b l e  t o  o f f e r  s p o n s o r -  
s h i p  a n d  p e r h a p s  even  morris s i d e s  wt-,ose members may b e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  h o s p i t a f -  
i t y  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  above.  The  v i s i t  must  te by n e c e s s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  
v a c a t i o n s  e i t h e r  a t  E a s t e r  o r  i n  t h e  summer o f  1963, a n d  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  te 
f o r  two hWe@ks. 

S t e v e  Wor,k, Baqrnan, 59  Hawf i n c h  Walk, Cke lmsfo rd ,  Essex ,  Enq land  

From The New Enqland Folk D i r e c t o r v  

Wayne Licwov o f  B r a t t l e b o r o ,  VT h a s  w r i t t e n  u s  t o  r e q u e s t  o a r  h e l p  i n  annovn- 
c i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  f o l k  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  t h e  New England r e g i o n  which  w i l l  
i n c l u d e  l i s t i n g s  o f  " f o l k  s i n g e r s  a n d  m u s i c i a n s ,  d a n c e  m u s i c i a n s ,  d a n c e  l e a d e r s  
and  c a l l e r s ,  d a n c e  g r o u p s ,  s t o r y t e l l e r s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  f e s t i v a l s ,  c o f f e e h o u s e s  
a n d  c o n c e r t  p r o m o t e r s ,  r a d i o  p rograms ,  r e c o r d  compan ies ,  books ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  a n d  
r e t a i l s  o r  m a i l  o r d e r  s u p p l i e r s  o f  f o l k  r e c o r d s  o r  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s . "  He 

i n t e n d s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  to b e  ongo ing  and  w i l l  u p d a t e  a n d  expand  t h e  l i s t i n g s  
p e r i o d i c a l l y .  P u b l i c a t i o n  is p l a n n e d  f o r  e a r l y  1982 w i t h  a s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  i n  e a r l y  
1983.  Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  listers, l istees,  o r  c u s t o m e r s  s h o u l d  
w r i t e  Wayne Licwov, P.O. Box 1278 ,  B r a t t l e b o r o .  VT 05301. 

From B e r e a  C o l l e a e  -- 
The Berea  C o l l e g e  C h r i s t m a s  C o u n t r y  Dance S c h o o l  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  once  a g a i n  

t h i s  y e a r  s t a r t i n g  December 2 7 t h ,  s p o n s o r e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  C o l l e g e  and  C.D.S.S. 
We r e g r e t  t h a t  d e l a y s  i n  b r i n g i n g  o u t  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  AMN have  e x c e e d e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  o f  Nov. 1. F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r i n a t i o n c o n t a c t  t h e  Berea  C o l l c q e  
E x t e n s i o n  Dept. ,  CPO 287,  Be rea ,  KY 40404 o r  t e l e p h o n e  (606) 986-9341 e x t .  513.  

From The W e s t e r l v  M o r r i s  Men -- 
The W e s t e r l y  ~ o r r \ i s  Men 's  n e w s l e t t e r  r e c e n t l y  c a r r i e d  a n  announcement o f  a  

U.S.  t o u r  by  t h e  Bampton T r a d i t i o n a l  s i d e ,  S a d d l e w o r t h ,  Whi t e  Rose o f  H u d d e r s f i e l d  
a n d  o n e  o t h e r  team. They e x p e c t  t o  a r r i v e  J u l y  2 8 t h  a n d  t o u r  f o r  two weeks a n d  
t h r e e  weekends.  George  U t t e r ,  W e s t e r l y ' s  bagman, is work ing  on a  t o u r i n g  i t i n e r a r y  
a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  is  v e r y  t e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  moment. I n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  
George  a t  54 E l m  S t . ,  W e s t e r l y ,  R I  02891.  


