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TEAM NEWS 

A f e a t u r e  of t h e  American Morris N e w s l e t t e r  dependent on your letters,  postcards ,  and 
telephone c a l l s .  Names of correspondents appear a t  t h e  end of each c lub ' s  news. A 
l ist  of known c lubs  and groups dancing morris  o r  sword i n  North A m e r i c a  is on page 5. 

Berkeley Morris: "Here i n  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  t h e  newest c u l t  seem t o  be Berkeley Morris. 
Since l a s t  autwm, our c lub ' s  s i z e  has  doubled! We at t r i 'bute  t h i s  phenomenon i n  p a r t  
t o  our l eader  Brad Fos te r ' s  charismatic persona and i n  p a r t  t o  a f i n e  three-day work- 
out  ... oops, workshop i n  Morris held l a s t  November with Fred Breunig and Tony Barrand. 
We explored t h e  Ilmington, Adderbury, and Bampton t r a d i t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  Border Morris,  
Longsword, Rapper, Characters ,  and playing music f o r  t h e  morris.  Two months e a r l i e r ,  
Roy Dommett l ed  a workshop i n  Bampton which w a s  very i n s p i r i n g ,  too. 

"Friends w i l l  be re l i eved  t o  hear t h a t  w e  have survived another harsh  winter  of 
60 degree days and 50 degree n ights!  Spring Equinox found us  wi th  two s e w  s q u i r e s ,  
a f o o l ,  and a hobby. After  two years  of anarchy, we chose t o  elect s q u i r e s  f o r  each 
s ide .  Jude Biggs is  Squire f o r  the  women and Bruce Hamilton i s  t h e  mens s Squire. 
Brad Foster  remains a s  Foreman and Foal. Much t o  her  dismay, Mary OIConnell was re- 
e lec ted  a s  Bagman, a l s o  known a s  Bagwoman, Bagperson, Bagone, Baggie, and Bag (sub- 
mit ted by he rse l f ) .  Judy Jennings is our Hobby, a Ca l i fo rn ia  Brown Bear. Although 
t h e r e  w a s  some sentiment t h a t  a proper Ca l i fo rn ia  hobby s'hould be a c a r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s e n s i b i l i t i e s  prevai led  and a bear  i t  is. 

" W e  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  our second anniversary wi th  l o t s  of tour ing highl ighted by 
an appearance i n  t h e  San Francisco Ethnic Dance Fes t ival .  on March 31 and our second 
annual tour  of the  Kiwanis Club dinner  i n  Sonoma, Ca l i f . ,  home of one brewery and 
two wineries .a [ See Spring Calendar f o r  o t h e r  t o u r  d a t e s  .] 
Ri ta  Hurault ,  1270 4th  Avenue, San Francisco,  Ca l i fo rn ia .  

Foggy Bottom Morris: Received too l a t e  f o r  inc lus ion  i n  t h e  l a s t  Newsletter was an 
announcement of t h e  add i t ion  of a women's s i d e  t o  the  Foggy Bottom club. Las t  f a l l  
they danced i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Staunton, and Bluemont, Virginia ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  
Glen Echo Park and Columbia, Maryland. 

This sp r ing  t h e  c lub is planning its Second Annual Cherry Blossom Tour on 
Apr i l  7 with Bluemont Morris. They w i l l  dance "around t h e  Washington Monument (our 
e r s a t z  Maypole?) and through Georgetown, making an  appearance a t  t h e  George Washington 
Universi ty Creative A r t s  F e s t i v a l  along the  way." 

Of f ice r s  of t h e  club a re :  Laurie Andres, Squire;  Roger Avery, Poreman; Nancy 
Taylor, Bagman; A l  Kehs, Ass i s t an t  Bagman. [see Spring Calendar f o r  o t h e r  t o u r  dates.] 

Nancy Taylor, 4120 North 34th Road, Arl ington,  Virginia  22207 

Bloomington Morris is "looking forward t o  having our f i r s t  men's morris  s i d e .  The 
women's s i d e  danced ou t  a couple of times last summer. We a r e  now forming a rapper 
team with t h e  help  and i n s t r u c t i o n  of Mark Rosenthal who moved here  l a s t  year from 
Boston. Most of t h e  people involved have never seen rap  p y  performed, 'but w e  a r e  



coming along and hope t o  dance out  t h i s  spring." 

Frank Hall ,  P.O.Box 9,  Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 

Troy Morris may s t i l l  be digging out  from winter .  The only news received was last 
January i n  response t o  a note reading "How goes i t  Down East?" It read,  "Snowy -- 
27 inches i n  24 hours!" 

Ken Kuenster, RFD 2, L inco lnv i l l e ,  Maine 04849. 

Muddy River Morris has taken i n  "seven new members t h i s  year (5 dancers and 2 musicians) 
so  t h a t  now w e  can e a s i l y  put  ou t  two f u l l  sets. W e  have 18 peop:Le i n  a l l .  W e  have 
been concentrat ing on Fieldtown, but  have added q u i t e  a few Bucknell dances as w e l l .  
Our Rapper team had an a c t i v e  winter  of dancing i n  schools,  p r i v a t e  homes, and a t  
dances. Helene Cornelius f i l l e d  the  gap l e f t  by Diane Grieg 's  depar ture  t o  graduate 
school. The rapper team a l s o  added a mummers play t h i s  year -- a g rea t  success!" 
[see Spring Calendar f o r  tour  dates.] 

Robin Rogers-Browne, 887 Bedford Road, C a r l i s l e ,  Massachusetts 01741. 

Ann Arbor Morris: "s ince  l a s t  Ju ly  w e  have been changing and grow:Lng. W e  now have 
about 16 women and 10 men. Several  people from o ther  Morris teams have moved i n t o  town 
and have joined our ranks and w e  have added Bucknell t o  t h e  t r a d i t ~ i o n s  ve dance. Some 
of t h e  o lder  dancers have a l s o  been l ea rn ing  Bledington. In  January w e  e l e c t e d  Peggy 
Gerber a s  Squire and Carol Mohr a s  Bag. Debbie Low and John Cavanaugh continue a s  
our Foremen. " 

Peggy Gerber, 808 East  Ann S t r e e t  #1, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. 

Minnesota Trad i t iona l  Morris: "Though M'TM is accustomed t o  ly ing  :fallow between January 
and May beneath a considerable burden of snow and f r i g i d  weather, t h i s  year has  proven 
d i f f e r e n t .  An e a r l y  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t  found four  more apprent ices  t o  supplement -our 
now marginally seasoned performing s i d e  of s i x  t o  e i g h t  r egu la r s .  For those  regu la r s ,  
an expansion of our standard Headington and Adderbury t r a d i t i o n s  took place  and w e  
added dances from Ilmington, Bledington, and Fieldtown. 

" W e  a l s o  found ourse lves  with a n  unprecedented number of oppor tun i t i e s  t o  dance 
t h i s  Spring. On March 10 w e  introduced a concert  by Martin Carthy and on t h e  22nd w e  
w e r e  thelunch hour f e a t u r e  of t h e  Landmark Center i n  St .  Paul. W e  w i l l  dance a t  t h e  
Minneapolis Folk F e s t i v a l  on Apr i l  6 and 7 and r e t u r n  t o  the  Landmark Center on May 
Day. Also on May 1, w e  w i l l  have our customary May Day t o u r  of t h e  Nico l l e t  Mall i n  
Minneapolis ( i t  is s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f l a sh ing  handkerchieves of these  'madde men' p rec ip i -  
t a t e d  a car- taxi  c o l l i s i o n  i n  1978). MTM w i l l  represent  B r i t i s h  t r a d i t i o n  i n  the  S t .  
Paul F e s t i v a l  of Nations on May 4-6 a t  t h e  reques t  of t h e  Daughters of t.he B r i t i s h  
Empire, and f i n a l l y ,  w e  w i l l  cap our Spring with our f i r s t  out-of-state tour  and j o i n  
o the r  c lubs  a t  t h e  Marlboro Morris Ale ."  

Stephen Parker, 434 N.E. 4 th  S t r e e t ,  Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413. 

Hearts of Oak Morris is "growing slowly, but  s t e a d i l y .  Some old  women have moved on, 
but  a s o l i d  core is  l e f t  t o  teach the  increas ing number of new dancers. W e  a r e  con- 
cen t ra t ing  on Badby and Bampton and, a s  a long term goal ,  a r e  working oc Sherborne 
with t h e  a i d  of Sue Salmons from New York Ci ty .  Our energy and s p : i r i t s  z r e  high and 
w e  a r e  cur ren t ly  s e t t i n g  up our spr ing and summer schedule. I n  prepara t ion f o r  May 
Day (ac tua l ly  Walpurgis Night),  w e  are lea rn ing  songs and appropr:iate speeches." 

Hearts of Oak Morris,  3 M i l l  S t r e e t ,  Binghamton, New York 13903. 

Pokingbrook Morris: "This looks l i k e  a good year f o r  Pokingbrook. Although we  l o s t  
severa l  experienced dancers l a s t  f a l l ,  I am very o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  . th i s  spr ing w e  w i l l  
have a s t rong men's s i d e  and women's s ide .  We have had t h r e e  in tens ive  workshops, 
one by Roger Cartwirght,  one by John Dexter, and one by J i m  Stevenson. Since w e  have 



had t o  r e c r u i t  many new dancers, w e  a r e  keeping ourselves mainly t o  Bampton and 
Adderbury dances t h i s  year." 

Larry Syzdek, 110 Farnsworth Drive, Sl inger lands ,  New York 12159. 

Mississauga Morris Men: " W e  would l i k e  t o  announce t h e  formation of the  Mississauga 
Morris Men. W e  are c lose ly  associa ted  wi th  Green Fiddle  Morris of Toronto and have 
ties with Le ices te r  Morris Men and Univers i ty  of Sussex Morris Men i n  England.'' 

Roger I .C .  Hansell,  3307 Kings Masting Drive, Mississauga, Ontario,  Canada. 

Green Fiddle Morris: "Jus t  before t h e  team's second bi r thday,  GFM danced a t  i t s  f i r s t  
team wedding. Carol Watson (our former f i d d l e r )  came home t o  Toronto bringing along 
f iancb,  Paddy McEvoy from England. The team helped c e l e b r a t e  t h e  December wedding 
with severa l  dances. In  January, P h i l  Beaumont v i s i t e d  from England. Besides h i s  
valuable help1 and sound advice a t  p r a c t i c e s ,  he l e d  a superb full-day workshop on 
January 6. Also i n  January w e  l o s t  our p r a c t i c e  space when F idd le r ' s  Green Folk 
Club had t o  move. W e  now p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  Universi ty of Toronto, but i n  Apr i l  w e  w i l l  
be looking again. [see Spring Calendar f o r  tour  dates.] 

Eileen Markwick, 834 M t .  P leasant  Road, Toronto, Ontario,  M4P 2L3, Canada. 

Bluemont Morris "is looking forward t o  t r a v e l l i n g  nor th  t o  t h e  Marlboro A l e .  We a r e  
t r a i n i n g  new r e c r u i t s  and hope t o  have them i n  shape by spring.  W e  w i l l  be tour ing 
with Foggy Bottom i n  Washington and hope t o  ar range something with Albemarle Morris 
Men i n  Char lo t t e sv i l l e .  Of course, we have our  l o c a l  tour  planned f o r  t h e  Bluemont 
a r e a  'small-holdings.' Our main t r a d i t i o n  is Ilmington, bu t  w e  are s t a r t i n g  t o  l e a r n  
Bampton.'' 

Howard Bass, c /o  Skyf ie lds ,  Box 139 Route 1, Bluemont, Vi rg in ia  22012. 

Marlboro Morris and Sword: "Our f i f t h  tour ing  season looks t o  be a s  busy as ever .  I n  
add i t ion  t o  our annual May Day i n  Marlboro and tours  of Southern Vermont and New Hamp- 
s h i r e ,  w e  w i l l  be t r a v e l l i n g  t o  Cambridge t o  dance with NewTowne and t o  t h e  Albany a r e a  
where t h e  women's s i d e  w i l l  perform s t a v e  a d  ribbon dances from south of t h e  Thames. 
Plans f o r  t h e  Ale a r e  progressing.  Clubs a t t end ing  a r e  Lhbemarle, Binghamton, Black 
Jokers ,  Bluemont, Foggy Bottom, Green Fiddle ,  Greenwich, Hearts  of O a k ,  Kingsessing, 
Minnesota, Muddy River, NewTowne, Pinewoods, King o l B e l l s ,  and Soumood. Our second 
appearance i n  t h e  Brat t leboro  4th  of J u l y  parade (dancing a Northwest clog morris  
processional)  w i l l  be enhanced by t h e  c lub ' s  new iron-shod clogs which a r e  a r r i v i n g  
p a i r  by p a i r  i n  t h e  m a i l  from England." [see Spring Schedule f o r  tour  dates.] 

Fred Breunig, R.D. 1 Box 9A, Putney, Vermont 05346. 

Westerly Morris Men s e n t  r e p o r t s  of t h e i r  annual Twelfth Night f e s t i . v i t i e s  wi th  var ious  
o the r  groups i n  Westerly: Community Chorus, Rhode Is land Philharmonic Brass Ensemble, 
Westerly Country Dancers, e_t aJ. The newspaper r e p o r t  claims t h a t  "these stalwarts 
can metabolize a s i x  pack i n t o  the  f i n e s t  male dancing s i n c e  Nijinskyl" [The e d i t o r  
wonders i f  they may have been upstaged by a vers ion of t h e  Twelve Days of Christmas 
fea tu r ing  a l i v e  p a r t r i d g e  and th ree  French "hens" -- "Par i s i an  l a d i e s  of t h e  evening."] 

George Utter, c/o the  Westerly &, Westerly, Rhode Is land 02891. 

Berndon (Va.) Elementary School Sword Team: "The boys' rapper team appeared on tele- 
v i s ion  i n  October -- what a challange! W e  had been granted 4 minutes and had t o  s l i c e  
it t o  three.  That was my 1978 team and by t h a t  t i m e  of year they a r e  r e a l l y  used t o  
show-biz; s o  they rehearsed l i k e  mad and by judic ious  speed-up t e c h i q u e s  w e  'dood it!' 
They and t h e  longsword team a l s o  performed twice a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Children's  Fes t i -  
val. a t  Wolf Trap and a l s o  have j u s t  been t h e  guest  artists a t  t h e  Spr ingf ie ld  Cub Scout 
Banquet. The 1979 teams a r e  rehears ing and should u l t ima te ly  be great!"  

Barbara Harding, Box 236, Herndon, Virginia  22070. 



An Orono Morris team: Roger Cartwright r e p o r t s  the  beginnings of a  new team i n  
h i s  cu r ren t  res idence  of Orono, Maine. About n ine  men have been dancing together  
s i n c e  January i n  a  "quie t  and good way. l i k e  Maine." They a r e  dancing ;.he Fieldtown 
t r a d i t i o n  only and may go out  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  Spring. "I th ink  it.'s going t o  
s t i c k ;  the  men c a r e  a  l o t  about l ea rn ing  t o  dance." 

Roger Cartwright ,  42 Oak S t r e e t ,  Orono, Maine 04473. 

WARM UP BEFORE D A N C I N G !  

We have s e v e r a l  bad knees and ankles  on t h e  Marlboro c lub and have become more 
aware of t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of warming up be fo re  p r a c t i c e  o r  performance. Roy Dommett 
wrote t o  m e  i n  a  le t ter ,  "Since I was a t  Marlboro, I have concentrated much more on 
bas ics ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasizing warming up exerc i ses .  Those c lubs  who have adopted 
a proper system of movements from a p ro fess iona l  coach o r  a  phys io the rap i s t  f ind  t h a t  
they end p r a c t i c e s  envigourated,  no t  p r o s t r a t e .  There seems t o  be  some element of 
n a t u r a l  r e s t r a i n t  without warming up and t h e  tenseness is self-defeat ing."  

Below is a series of exe rc i ses  which a physica l  education teacher  suppl ied  fo r  
Morris Matters ,  a  magazine published by Windsor Morris i n  England. They added, "Choose 
which ones s u i t  you and work up t o  doing them ten  t i m e s  each. Running on t h e  s p o t  and 
'knees up Mother Brown1 w i l l  a l s o  g e t  you warmed up." 

--Fred Breunig 

S i t  with l e g s  s t r a i g h t  out .  
S t re t ch  f o o t  up and down: 
ten  t i n e s  each f o o t .  

Stand with feet: a p a r t .  
a )  Touch hands t o  opp. t o e  
b) Touch both  hands t 3  

h e e l  of each f o o t  
Ten times each ,, 

Walking on spot .  
S t r e t c h  each ankle  
a l t e r n a t e l y  ( toes  on 
ground). Ten t i m e s  each l eg .  

S i t  with l e g s  out  and 
bend each knee up 
a l t e r n a t e l y .  10 times. L 

Touch t o e s  with 
l e g s  s t r a i g h t  
t e n  t i m e s .  

Feet together .  
a )  Crouch down from 

s tanding 10 t i m e s  
b )  Repeat wi th  hands 

on head 10 times.. 

S i t ,  holding one l e g  
up. C i r c l e  ankle  l e f t  
then r i g h t .  Ten times 
each l eg .  

S i t .  Bend both knees up. 
Holding ankles ,  s t r a i g h t e n  
l e g s  i n  a i r ,  poin t ing  
toes .  Ten t i m e s .  --Reprinted by permission. 



MORRIS IN I, ORTH AMERICA 
An annual feature of the American Morrils Newsletter in which all known clubs and 
groups using morris and/or sword dancing are listed. If readers find omissions, 
please inform the editor: a supplementary list will appear in the July issue. 

TEAMS or CLUBS (arranged by State or ~Jovince) 

British Columbia: Victoria MM, David ~dnn, 2142 Pentland Road, Victorir, B.C. V8S 2W4 
California: Berkeley Morris, Brad Foster, 1138 Francisco, Berkeley, CA 94702 
Connecticut: Mianus River Morris, Jenny Norris, Mianus, CT 

New Haven M & S, David Lindsay, 731 George St, New Haven C:T 06511 
D.C.: Foggy Bottom Morris, Roger Sunderland, 5411 85th Av. #l, Lanham, MD 20801 
Indiana: Bloomington Morris, Frank Hall, 110% E. 6th St., Bloomington, IN 47401 
Kentucky: Berea MM, John Ramsay, CPO 287, Berea, KY 40404 

Woodford MM, Jane Britton, 2111 Lansill Dr., Lexington, KY 4.0504 
Maine: Fiddler's Reach Morris, Maggie Baum, Star Route 3, Bath, ME 04530 

Strong Morris, John Gawler, Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918 
Troy Morris, Ken Kuenster, R.R. 2, Lincolnvllle, ME 04849 

Manitoba: Village Green MM, John Trevenam, 392 Campbell St.,Winni.peg, Yan. R3N 1B7 
Massachusetts: Berkshire MM, Roger Cartwright, Marlboro, VT 05344 

Black Jokers, Howard Lasnik, 22 Swan Pl., Arlington, MA 02174 
Muddy River Morris, Robin Rogers, 887 Bedford Rd., Carlisle, MA 01741 
NewTowne MM, Mark Wilke, 32 Camp St., Cambridge, MA 02140 
Northampton Morris, Suzy Williams, Box 84, Petersham, MA. 01366 

~tede Matherly, 180 Northwood Apts, Iunderland 01375 
Woods Hole MM, Bob Guillard, RFD1, 111 County Rd, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

Michigan: Ann Arbor Morris, Mishka Luft, 1300 Hutchins St., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Minnesota: Minn. Traditional Morris, David Nichols, 1057 25th Av. S.E., Mpls, MN 55414 
New Hampshire: Moose Mountain Morris, Petey Becker, Rt.1 Box 134, Warren, NH 03279 
New York: Buffalo Morris, David Conant,, 232 Hoyt St., Buffalo, NY 14213 

Binghamton MM, Peter Klosky, 105 Chestnut St., Binghamtlon, KY 13905 
Greenwich MM, Ed Durham, 7901 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 1C032 
Hearts of Oak, Jill Gibian, 1704 Glenwood Rd., Vestal, NY 13850 
Pokingbrook Morris, Ed Bosson, Bouerie Ln. RD 1, Yorktown Hts, NY 10598 
Ring o' Bells, Jody Evans, 55 Perry St., New York, NY 10014 

Ontario: Forest City MM, Alistair Brown, 9 Prospect Av., London, Ont. N6B 3A4 
Green Fiddle Morris, Eileen Markwick, 141 Redpath Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4P 2K5 

Pennsylvania: St. Peter's School, Ele.anor Barlow, 319 Lombard St., Phila., PA 19147 
Three Rivers MM, A1 Blank, 107 Buckingham Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Rhode Island: Westerly MM, Peter Leibert, Rt.1, Box 191, Norwich, CT 06360 
Tennessee: Sourwood Morris, Susan Miley, 1728 Forest Av., Knoxvill.e, TN 37916 
Texas: Men of Houston, John Vivian, 3804 Villanova, W. Univ. Pl., Houston, TX 77005 
Vermont: Marlboro Morris & Sword, Tony Barrand, Box 51, Marlboro, VT 05344 
Washington: Pike Place Morris, Lars Watson, 5315 N. Court, Tacoma, WA 98407 
Wisconsin: Dodgeville MM, Folklore Village Farm, Rt. 3, Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Regional: Mountain Morris Men, Peter Rogers, 1538 Bluebird. Ln., Lexington, KY 40503 
Pinewoods MM, J.Martin Graetz, 50 Moulton Rd., Arlington, MA 02174 

I 
Country Dance and Song Society Centers (classes, workshops, some demonstrat ions) 

Calif., Carol Dancers, Mary Judson, 562 E. Mendocino St., Altadena, CA 91001 
San Diego Center, Elaine Regelsin, 1351 Reed Av. (1, San Diego, CA 92109 

Ill., Univ, of Chicago Dancers, A1 Schroeder, Noyes Hall, 1212 E 59th, Chicago 60637 
Dunham Center, Mildred Dickinson, River Bend Farm, St. Charles, IL 60174 

Ind., Earlham Dancers, Cynthia Canfield I Box E-336, Earlham, Richmond, IN 47374 
Ky., U. of Ky. Dancers, Ralph Christensen, 1240 Hot Springs Ct., Lexington 40502 
Md., Metro-Wash. CDS, Mrs. J. Blundon, 9113 Wandering Trail Dr., Potomac, MD 20854 
Mass., Boston Center, 57 Roseland St., Somerville, MA 02143 



(CDSS Centers, continued) 

N.Y., New York Dance Activities Committee, 55 Christopher St., New York, NY 10014 
N.C., Brasstown CDS, Don Davis, John Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC 28902 
Penn., Media Center, Mrs. R. Montgomery, 213 S. Orange St., Media, PA 19063 
Tenn., Knoxville Dancers, Karan Dotson 2405 Woodson Dr., Knoxville, TN 37920 
Vt., CDSS of S.E. Vt., Fred Breunig, R.D.l, Box 9A, Putney, VT 05346 
Wash., Steve Lane, 1721 S. Snoqualmie, Seattle, WA 98108 

OTHER GROUPS 

Calif., David Garlan, 1105 A Mission Ave., San Raphael, CA 94901 (teaches groups) 
D.C., Jim Adams, St. Mark's Church, 301 A St. S.E., Wash. D.C. 20C03 (church group) 
Ky., Irene Broyles, Rt. 2 Bx 416A, Somerset, KY 42501 (school) 
Newfoundland, Pauline Greenhill, Dept. of Folklore, Memorial Univ., St. John's, Nfld. 
Pa., George Zimmerman, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 (classes) 
Vt., Ben Bergstein, 27 Adsit Court, Burlington, VT 05401 (perforning group) 
Va., Barbara Harding, Box 236, Herdon, VA 22070 (school performing group) 

SPRING CALENDAR 

(This is not a complete listing of morris dancing in North America. It includes dates 
sent to the Newsletter in time for publication. Check with teams before travelling!) 

APRIL 819 GrFd: Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Nhmp: Georgetown, Washington, D.C. (tent.) 

15 Gwch: Greenwich Village, New York City* 
16 Gwch: Wave Hill, Riverdale, N.Y. 

Nhmp: Amherst, Mass. area (tent.) 
15/16 Bing Tour of Ostego County, N.Y. based 

Marl 3 in Gilbertsville, N.Y. 
19 Sour: Dogwood Arts Festival, Knoxville, Tenn. 
22 Pokg: Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 
23 Ro'B: United Nations, New York City 

22/23 BlJk 
New England Folk Festival, Natick, Mass. 

Pine ) 
29 Marl: 
30 GrFd: 

MdRv : 
Nhmp : 

MAY 1 GrFd: 

NwTn MdRv 1 
2 Berk: 

GrFd : 
3 MdRv: 
6 Marl: 

MdRv : 
Pokg : 
Sour : 

7 Gwch: 
Marl : 

Lenox, Stockbridge, Mass. area 
High Park, Toronto, Ont. 
Concord, Mass. 
Planting tour, Amherst, Mass. area 

Downtown Toronto, Ont. (sunrise) 

Charles River Banks, Cambridge, Mass. (dawn) 

San Jose, Calif. (tent.) 
Eaton Centre, Toronto, Ont. 
Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass. Sun Day 
South Road, Marlboro, Vt. 
Worcester, Mass. (tent.) 
Medieval Festival, Katonah, N.Y. 
Festival of Irish, English, Scottish Music, Knoxville, Tenn. 
New York City 
"Manor houses", Marlboro , Vt . 

MdRv(tent . ) 
Nhmp 

] ~ites of Spring, Audubon Society, Barre, Mass. 
Pokg: Renaissance Fair, Ulster Community Coll., Stone Ridge, N.Y. 

13 Marl: Brattleboro, Putney, Dummerston, Vt. 
Sour: Hickory, N.C. May Day 

14 BlJk: Marlblehead, Mass. and environs 



(MAY) 13  Marl: Putney, Vermont, Walpole and Alstead, New Hampshire 
16 Ro'B: Greenwich Village, New York City 
19 MdRv 

Pine Hartford, Connecticut 
Wstl f 

1 9 / 2 0  Berk: Santa Cruz County, California 
FogB: Northern Virginia Folk Festival and Bazaar, Arlington, Virginia 
Marl: Guilderland, New York and environs 

26-28 Marl and others: Marlboro Morris Ale, Marlboro, Vermont 
28 Berk: Norden, California 

JUNE 2 GrFd: Crafts Festival, Port Parry, Ontario 
213 FogB: Folklore Society of Greater Washington Folk Festival, Gle:~ Echo Park, Md. 

3 Berk: SanFrancisco, California 

lo GrFd] Cuckoo's Nest, London, Ontario (tent.) 
ForC 

15 Ro'B: to England! 
GrFd: Mariposa Folk Festival, Toronto, Ontario (tent.) 

24 Berk: Sonoma, California 
30 GrFd: Pioneer Days, Rockwood, Ontario 

JULY 4 Marl: Fourth of July Parade, Brattleboro, Vermont 
28 GrFd: Wasaga Beach Summer Festival, Wasaga Beach, Ontario 

AUGUST 4-6 GrFd: Castle of Perseverance, University of Toronto 
24-27 GrFd and others: Toronto Morris Ale, Toronto, Ontario (other clubs invited) 

ABBREVIATIONS: Berk = Berkeley Morris, Calif. Marl = Marlboro Morris, Vt. 
Bing = Binghamton Morris Men, N.Y. Minn = Minnesota Trad. Morris 
Blue = Bluemont Morris, Va. MdRv = Muddy River Morris, Mass. 
FogB = Foggy Bottom Morris, D.C. NwTn = NewTowne Morris Men, Mass. 
ForC = Forest City Morris, Ont. Pine = Pinewoods Morris Men, Regional 
GrFd = Green Fiddle Morris, Ont. Pokg = Pokingbrcmk Morris, N.Y. 
HaPn = Ha'penny Morris, Mass. Ro'B = Ring o' Bells, N.Y. 
King = Kingsessing MM, Pa. SpHl = Spruce H51l Morris, Pa. 
Lord = Lord Hill Morris Men, Me. Wstl = Westerly Morris Men, R.I. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Reading through the Newsletter, I find references to "Squire," "Bagman," etc. 
While these are pretty obvious roles for a morris team, I have never heard anything 
about them: history, duties, relative importance. Is there anything interesting 
to know about these roles/titles? 

Allison Thompson 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Editor's note: I put this question to Roy Dommett who wrote the fol1owin.g response: 

quireis the traditional term for a side's fool. The leader is usually 
known as Master, Captain, or Foreman, although foreman is usually reserved 
for the teacher. It is sort of inverted humour. The Cambridge Morris Men 
when they started in 1923-24 invented the terms Squire and Bagman for club 
officials and everyone sort of followed. The traditional name is Ragman, 
as equally important is carrying the coats. The traditional sides Bampton 
and Abingdon have used the terms President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 



8 ( L e t t e r s ,  cont 'd)  

Geoff Hughes is  going t o  be teaching a t  t h e  Pinewoods English Week (July  21-28) 
and Family Week (August 5-12), but  w i l l  be f r e e  t h e  week,between. I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
him some da tes :  he would enjoy having t h e  chance t o  ge t  around a b i t  and I th ink  t h a t  
people would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what he  has t o  o f f e r .  

H e  has danced Cotswold Morris f o r  twenty yea r s ,  but  h i s  mair, i n t e r e s t  is 
Lancashire (clog) Morris. H e  is  t h e  conductor of t h e  Rumworth Morris which he was 
ins t rumenta l  i n  founding. H e  a l s o  is an exper t  i n  rapper sword a r d  s o l o  c log  (he says  
h i s  s t y l e  i s  r a t h e r  l i k e  P e t e r  Brown's). H e  is a l s o  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  c a l l e r  and M.C. 

I imagine he would be happy t o  go anywhere i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  pa.rt of the  country f o r  
h i s  expenses, h o s p i t a l i t y ,  and a small  fee .  I n  any case ,  those  a r e  t h e  d e t a i l s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  should be addressed t o  m e .  

Genny Shimer, 411 West. 21st  S t r e e t ,  
New York, N.Y. 10011 

MORRIS MATTERS, t h e  q u a r t e r l y  magazine produced by Windsor Morris ,  is now 
a v a i l a b l e  on subsc r ip t ion  f o r  $3.00 pe r  year .  I f  any North American readers  would 
l i k e  t o  subscr ibe ,  p lease  send an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Money Order f o r  t t . i s  amount along 
wi th  your name and address to:  Windsor Morris,  24 Alexandra Road, Windsor, Berkshire,  
England. I f  anyone wants i t  s e n t  a i r m a i l ,  p lease  send $6.00 as i t .  is no t  a very l i g h t  
magazine ! 

Jenny Joyce 61 Alan Whear 
Windsor, Berkshire 

E d i t o r ' s  Note: The warm-up exerc i ses  on page 4 were r ep r in ted  from M0RR:CS MATTERS. 

HELP WANTED : M o r r i s  D a n c e r s  

Houston, Texas: A women's team i s  hoping t o  form i n  Houston ( t h e r e  is a men's t e a m  
t h e r e ) ,  but  they a r e  lacking numbers. " W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d iscover ing  what a women's 
t r a d i t i o n  might be. Unfortunately,  our only t eachers  here  a r e  t h e  Men of Houston." 

Dorcas Hand, 6102 Winsome 1/74, Houston, Texas 77057. 

Burlington, Vermont: A morr is  team ex i s t ed  f o r  a while i n  t h i s  nor thern  New England 
c i t y ,  but  has  l o s t  s e v e r a l  key members and is no t  funct ioning r i g h t  now. "There a r e  
still  some very i n t e r e s t e d  people who would l i k e  t o  g e t  t e a m  practlices back on a 
r egu la r  schedule. W e  d i d  dance ou t  a few t i m e s  l a s t  yea r  and r e a l l y  enjoyed it." 

Hannah Roberts,  539 S t .  Paul  S t . ,  Burl ington,  Vermont 05401. 

Albuquerque, N.M.:  "There is  no morris  dancing of any kind wi th in  500 m:iles of Albu- 
querque!" B i l l  Litchman may not  be t r y i n g  t o  g e t  anyone dancing, but  "I f i n a l l y  got  t o  
s e e  some American morris  a t  Berea, Ky., l a s t  Christmas. A few years  ago, I danced wi th  
the  E a r l s  of Essex i n  London." 

B i l l  Litchman, 1620 Los Alamos, SW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 8710r.. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due t o  the  success of out  f i r s t  Toronto Morris A l e  last September, w e  a r e  
planning a second Ale t h i s  summer. The d a t e s  have been set f o r  August 24-27. W e  hope 
the  e a r l i e r  d a t e  w i l l  enable more U.S. teams t o  come t h i s  year.  Although we a r e  still  
i n  the  planning s t a g e ,  i t  w i l l  be s i m i l a r  t o  l a s t  y e a r ' s  format. A s  y e t ,  t he  c o s t  f o r  
t h e  weekend has not  been completely worked o u t ,  but  i t  w i l l  probably be  about $15 per  
person. This  w i l l  inc lude  accommodation, a l l  meals, and bus t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on t o u r s .  
Because of accommodation p r o b l e y ,  we  do have t o  r e s t r i c t  the  number of people a t tending.  
W e  would l i k e  t o  hear  from any Pnteres ted  teams by May 10 a t  t h e  latest. More d e t a i l e d  



information and app l i ca t ion  forms w i l l  ble s e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  P lease  contact :  

Eileen Markwick, Bagman, 834 M t .  p leasark  Rd., Toronto M4P 2L3, Ontario, Canada. 
Telephone: (416) 488-8129. I 

ALARMIST b EPARTMENT 

Just a f t e r  t h e  January Newsletter /vent t o  p ress ,  UP1 car r i ed  t h e  following: 

Unset t l ing  news t o  contemplate j u s t  bef dre a heavy spr ing  tour ing  schedule! 

"DOES BEER CAUSE CANCER? Heidelberg, ~ d s t  Germany -- A West German magazine s a i d  
today t h a t  beer may cause cancer and a newspaper s a i d  t h e  repor t  was 'enough t o  d i s -  
t u r b  t h e  s l e e p '  of the  e n t i r e  nat ion.  The West German publ ica t ion D e r  S t e m  repor ted  
a study showed t h a t  some beers  conta in  a substance c a l l e d  nitrosam.l.ne which i s  s a i d  can 
cause cancer. German brewers, who year ly  produce 2.4 b i l l i o n  gal lons  of beer ,  d id  not  
deny t h a t  ni trosamine is present  i n  some beers .  The brewers federa t ion  s a i d  t h a t  t r a c e s  
of t h e  substance have been found i n  fore ign beers ,  too. The federa t ion  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

I 
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nitrosamine g e t s  i n  the  beer not i n  t h e  
duction of t h e  malt used i n  beer." 

I n  New York i n  November, 1937, a d o r r i s  p a r t y  f o r  men only was held  a t  Columbia 
Universi ty Faculty Club. It was arranged by Leonard Elsmith and Dexter Hinckley. 
Forty-two men at tended i t ,  and beer w a s  served! 

I n  Washington, D . C . ,  i n  1938, Gene Gowing held a Morris evening f o r  men. Twenty- 
two turned up including two Senators. I 

brewing process i t s e l f ,  but. during t h e  pro- 

(Items found i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  ~ o u n t r d  Dance and Song Society;  contr ibuted by 
Genny Shimer.) ~ 

The newsle t ter  notes  with sadness t h e  passing of May Gadd and Louise Chapin. 
May Gadd, o r  "Gay" a s  she was most o f t ed  c a l l e d ,  came t o  t h e  U.S. " fo r  one year" 
i n  1927 (her  words). She stayed on, of course,  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  Cour~try Dance and Song 
Society from i t s  New York headquarters  tl n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1970's and w a s  a g r e a t  l eader ,  
teacher ,  and dancer. Louise Chapin w a s  Gay's counterpar t  i n  Boston a s  t:eacher and 
l eader  f o r  many years.  Both had worked with Cec i l  Sharp before moving t o  t h e  S t a t e s  
and, among o t h e r  th ings ,  nur tured t h e  ma ris dance movement i n  the  New World through 
i t s  e a r l y  years .  They led  f u l l  and i n s d i r i n g  l i v e s ,  but  we w i l l  miss them grea t ly !  

I N  A MORE 

The s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  Karl ~ o d ~ e ~ ! s  by s e v e r a l  of t h e  former Vi l lage  Morris 
Men was not  ready f o r  pub l i ca t ion  i n  t h i s  i s sue .  It w i l l  appear i n  Ju ly .  

SERIOUS VEIN 

The American Morris Newsletter i s  ~ u b l i d h e d  four  t i m e s  per  year  (Apr i l ,  J u l y ,  October, 
January). Subscript ions a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone a t  $2.00 per  yearn Please  make checks 
payable t o  t h e  "American Morris Newsletter" andsend t o  t h e  address on page 1. Copy 
deadl ine  f o r  next  i s s u e  (team news, letters,  comments, a r t i c l e s ) :  JUNE 30, 1979. 

I 


